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ENVIRONMENT RULES AND THE U.S. ECONOMY 
ANNCR: 

AN INTENSE DEBATE HAS BEGUN WITHIN THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION 
OVER THE IMPACT ON THE U.S. ECONOMY OF GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS 
DEALING WITH INDUSTRY. VOA BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS EDITOR FRANK 
FEINBERG HAS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT: 

VOICE: 

A NUMBER OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S ECONOMIC ADVISERS ARE PRESS- 
ING FOR CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS THAT AFFECT INDUSTRY, 
PARTICULARLY IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL FIELD, THESE ADVISERS SHARE 
SOME OF THE SENTIMENTS OF BUSINESS LEADERS WHO MAINTAIN THAT 
MANY REGULATIONS ARE NOT NEEDED AND, INFACT, ADD TO INFLATION 
BY INCREASING PRODUCTION COSTS, THESE CRITICS MAINTAIN THAT 
MUCH OF THE MONEY USED TO COMPLY WITH GOVERNMENT REGULATION 
WOULD BE BETTER SPENT TO MODERNIZE FACTORIES AND MAKE INDUSTRIAL 
PROCESSES MORE EFFICIENT. 

HOWEVER, OTHER ADMINISTRATION AUTHORITIES WHO DEAL WITH 
INOUSTRIAL SAFETY AND HEALTH ARE ADAMANT THAT THE GOVERNMENT =~ 
BY LAW -- MUST ASSUME THE MAJOR RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROTECTING 
WORKERS AT THEIR WORKPLACES. THESE AUTHORITIES SAY THAT OFTEN 
WHAT BUSINESS CONSIDERS ADEQUATE TO PROTECT WORKERS DOES NOT 
SUFFICE, 

THE ISSUE ENTAILS VERY PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, 
CAN EXCESS COTTON DUST IN TEXTILE MILLS BE CONTROLLED BY EQUIPPING 
INDIVIDUAL WORKERS WITH RESPIRATORS? OR IS IT NECESSARY TO INSTALL 
MACHINES TO EXTRACT DUST FROM THE AIR THE WORKERS BREATHE." 
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CORPORATION HAS SPENT ABOUT SIXTY-MILLION DOLLARS AT JUST ONE 
BIG MILL AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA ON POLLUTION ABATEMENT EQUIPMENT, 
NO ONE QUESTIONS THE NEED TO PROTECT INDUSTRIAL WORKERS 
AND THE ATMOSPHERE. RATHER, THE ISSUE IS WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT 
SHOULD MANDATE SPECIFIC METHODS RATHER THAN SETTING STANDARDS, 
AND PERMITTING INDIVIDUAL INDUSTRIES TO DETERMINE THE MOST 
COST=EFFICIENT METHODS TO MEET THE STANDARDS. 
THE ECONOMISTS ARGUE THAT WITH THE PRESSURES OF INFLATION 
AND THE NEED TO INVEST MORE IN PRODUCTIVE OUTPUT, EMPHASIS 
SHOULD BE ON ACCOMPLISHING INDUSTRIAL HEALTH GOALS IN THE 
MOST COST EFFECTIVE WAY. BUT LABOR AND HEALTH OFFICIALS ARGUE 
THAT THE VALUE OF LIFE CAN NOT BE MEASURED IN RATIO TO 
REGULATION COSTS, AND THEY ADD THAT IN MANY CASES IT IS 
NECESSARY TO BE SPECIFIC IN CHOOSING THE BEST WAYS TO PROTECT 
BOTH HUMANS AND THE ENVIRONMENT. 
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